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Plan would b ,coaden

SpeCIal needs progr:

Mﬂnary fﬂStEI' lads

7--schoﬁ1 md]ers

B y .. Mieen Dodd
= adodd @a;c. com
Mﬂltary and foster chil-
dren could soon be eligi-
ble for vouchers to pay
for prwate school un-
der legislation proposed
Tuesday that would ex-
pand the reach of the ex-
isting Georgia Special -
'Needs Scholarship pro-
- gram.
Senate Bill 361 chang-
es the name of the vouch-
. ef initiative to Early HOPE
Scholarship Program, ex-
pands its deadline and en-

larges the field of eligible

students. Special needs
students as well as mili-
tary and foster students
without digabilities would
be able to access scholar-
shipsunder the bill.
Studerits would still be
required to stay in their
lacal public schools at
least one full year before
applying for scholarships.
Senate Majority Lead-
er Chip Rogers (R-Wood-
stock), who introduced
the legislation, said it
would give thousands

ligi le-.fe_r-, i

| studied ..
_'would have to agree this
wmks Rogers said. “We

| more Georgla famﬂles :
school¢hoice. =
- “The Special Needs
é Scholarshlp has been "
Seven the critics |

are going to- try to make it
even betrer.” e
The 1mpr0vemems
couid, however, increase
program costs as more
students apply for vouch-
| ers.
There are 15,000 chil-

dren in the faster care

| .system, and Georgia has

~ approximately 110,000

military personnel ex-
\ chuding thasein the Na
tional Guard and Re-
serves with civilian jobs
who have been deployed
- who have children. -

-“I think this program -
would really open doors-
for a lot of children with
special needs, particular-
Iy in small towns,” said
. Florine King, the excep-

| tional family member pro-

gram coordinator for Fort
Stewart in Hinesville. “

- 1think it would give them
| an opportunity tobeinan
environment where they

- are comfortable.”

-t In the 2008-09 school
I year, 1,596 speclal needs
| students received more

‘ than $9.2 millionin

' vouchers 'I'he average -.

-..| payment was $6,331, but .

they r anged from $2 592

10'$13,586.

Reseﬂ.rch h:ls shovm
' are seemg results A study £
| by the Center’for an Edu-;
_' cated Georgia found that
66 percent of students
showed progress in math

and 67 percent showed
progress in reading in one
- or more school years. The
current voucher program
! is inits third year,

Cobb County mom Ol
ivia Jenkinssaid her 16-
year-old used to fake _
headaches to get out'of -

' school at Pebblebrook

High but now he racesto
1 get dressed togoto Cen-
| ter Academy in Smyrna.

| Jenkins said the teen has

' progressed one full grade

| in just a few months at the
school. Jenkins receives.
avoucherto help cover

‘most of the $15,000 in tu-
ition, and she said more
parents should have ac-

| cess to the scholarsmp

. money for their children.

“He went from a D stu-

dent to an A/B student;

his-attitude changed,” she

| said. “He is more atten-

| tive. He is.anxious to go to

school, and he wants me

| to be more involved.”-




