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Center Academy helps fill Salvatlon Army food pantry”

By Kelly J. Stigllano
Correspondent

ORANGE FARK = For two weeks, the 668
students at Center Academy on Kingsley
Avenge in Orange Park have been colleet-
ing food 1o help replenish the Salvation
Army’s food pantry. Introduced as a'con-
ast, competing teams were grades G-8,
erades 9-10, and grades 11-12, Al lo-
labed, over 1,750 [ood items were brouzhl
in.

Classes understood the negd present-
ed. Normally, the connty-wide School Fall
Food Drive keeps the Salvation Army’s
[opd pantry supplied for awhile. However,
with the current economic downlurn, ¢s-
pecially lor familics employed in the build-
ing industry. their pantry has reached
CTErEeney lows.

An incentive was offered to get the
students fred up. The winning class
would have an entire week of dress down;
leaving their school uniforms at home and
wedring their usual clothes:

Parents and grandparents brought in
cases of food. The studentsidug deep inio
their own packets and empticd their wal-
lets o help buy more food.

“I's for a good cause,” 11th grader
Gody Wilder said. It shows people that
there is someone out there that eares
about them, We're not gaing ta s around
and et them starva.”

The faculty apprecialed the unity Lhey
saw amoena the students: “This food drive
brought our class logether,” said Carol
Kuhnow, the teacher for the Sth and 10th
grade classroom. "It was a total group ef-
fart, ‘mme aa'.'e up melr qucll mum:v [or
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Members of tha winning class ame (| to r) Teach-
er Ed Bennedit and Juniors and seniors, Travis

Shelton, Caileb Permy, Myle Daymon, Cody Wilder,
Leann Sabatiri, Trey McDower, Bridgat Winn,
Nichalas Harmandez.

With the final tally being aver 5H00
[omdd ltems per classroom. eVEryone wais a
winner. The 11th and 12th grade students
won a full week of dress down. Evervone
else won four dress down days.

“We are just really so graleful.” Major
Cheryl Phillips of the Salvation Army of
Glay Connty sald, noting how many [ami-
Ih:s u.wld hr mﬂped ih ruu{,h 1,tu. studentls’




